Reversible ischaemia after raising a radial forearm flap with ulceration of three fingers in a cigarette smoker.
The radial forearm flap is a standard method for the reconstruction of intraoral defects of soft tissues. We report the case of a middle-aged man who developed ischaemia in three fingers after a fasciocutaneous radial flap had been raised. The preoperative Allen test to diagnose occlusion of radial or ulnar artery was satisfactory. Soon after the operation the patient resumed smoking and four weeks later he developed ulcers on the thumb, index, and middle fingers. Only after he had stopped smoking and been given acetylsalicylic acid and heparin did blood flow and capillary hemoglobin oxygenation increase. As a result, his radial fingers recovered completely.